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Message from Our Superintendent of Schools  

W  elcome back!  I hope everyone experienced an enjoyable and healthy    

summer.  I am looking forward to working with the parents, students and 

staff to make the 2017-2018 school year a successful and rewarding one for our students. 

A s we enter the 2017-2018 school year, we look with enthusiasm as we continue to expand 

our technology initiative for the students of the Roselle Park School District. This 

year’s plan will be to provide our Elementary school students additional laptops and interactive 

boards. This will support teachers and students with digital resources for our new math program 

and other academic initiatives. 

A dditionally, I would like to remind you to familiarize yourself with the school policies 

and procedures by reviewing the calendar/handbook and visiting our new and redesigned 

website at www.rpsd.org.

T he success of our programs and initiatives could not have been possible without the support 

of the staff, parents and community members.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank and congratulate everyone on our continued success. 

I  would like to wish all of our students much success during the 2017-2018 school year. 

Mr. Pedro  A. Garrido 
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A CRAFTY FALL OPEN HOUSE 

F amilies, students and district staff participated in the 

festivities at the Fall Open House held at the Anthony 
Signorello Center recently. Snacks were served and students 

enjoyed dressing up in costumes, making crafts, and playing 
games. See the surrounding photos. 

Above: Mrs. Karen Ruby’s 

class learning how a 

machine cleans vegetables 

at Dreyer Farms. 

RPHS GIRL’S VOLLEYBALL GO PINK! 

T he Roselle Park High School Girls Volleyball team hosted their first ever Dig Pink event during their game 
against Jonathan Dayton High School [Springfield] on October 5th, 2017.  Dig Pink is a national event organized 

by the Side-Out Foundation in the month of October aimed at bringing together volleyball players across the nation 
to raise funds for breast cancer research, demonstrate the power of teamwork, and show support for people who are 
affected by the disease.   

D uring the month of October, the team ran various fundraisers, including a chocolate basket raffle, which was 
donated by Coach Bury; hosting a bake sale; and selling “Dig for a Cure” breast cancer awareness t-shirts which 

were designed and produced by Wagner Foto, who provided them at a discounted rate for the event.    

T he team parents, lead by Mrs. Anna Badillo and Mrs. Angelina Hreczny, Roselle Park High School staff members, 
donated bake goods, organized the concession stand, and collected donations. Local businesses, including    

Chick-Fil-A, Joe’s Rotisseria, Philly Pretzel Factory in Westfield, and The Bakery Cookie Company, generously 
donated food items or provided them at a discounted rate to be sold at the Dig Pink concession stand. The Roselle 
Park Education Association also generously provided a $600 PRIDE grant to offset the costs associated with the 
event. 

I t was great to see the Roselle Park community come together for such a wonderful cause. Thanks to the generosity 
of all of those named above, and the community as a whole, the team was able to raise a whopping $1,400, which 

has been donated to Susan G. Komen for the Cure.  The Roselle Park Girls Volleyball team consistently showed their 
dedication and heart during every game this season, and it shined through most of all when preparing for and 
participating in this Dig Pink event.  The team would like to thank all those who made donations or purchased items 
to assist with their fundraising campaign. 

Above: Students went 

pumpkin picking at 

Dreyer’s Farms in 

Cranford. 
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Above:  Students wear their ‘Walk 
This Way’ T-shirts which were 

provided by SafeKids and 
sponsored by FedEx. An assembly 

program was used to promote 
walking to school safely and 

crossing at the crosswalks. 

Above: Kaylee McGuire, the 
presenter from SafeKids, 

affiliated with Children’s 
Specialized Hospital and 

Freeholder Chris Hudak 
speak to the RPMS students 

before assembly begins. 

Above: Students in Mrs. 
Kimberly Lopes’ class 

patiently  await the 
SafeKids Assembly to begin. 

Above: Students in     
Mrs. Gina Skierski’s 

class made models of 
the earth’s layers. Nice 

job!! 

Above:  Mrs. Luisa Villegas’ class made posters to honor famous Hispanic figures. 

Above: Mrs. Lauren O’Toole is on 
the far left in purple.  Mrs. 

Michelle Paterno, paraprofessional 
at the middle school is in the 

front, far right.  Her husband is 
behind her, farthest to the right. 

Above: This poster, on display 
at the middle school, illustrates 

their new theme for this year: 

Be Someone ’s H .E .R .O. ;        
Help Everyone Respect Others! 

A RED RIBBON WEEK AT RPMS 

R pms Guidance Counselors Cathy Pons and Joanna 

Zaraza coordinated a Red Ribbon Week Assembly for 

each grade level at the middle school. Students watched 
a presentation and signed a pledge to grow up safe, 

healthy, and drug and alcohol free. The two pictures 
shown above were taken at the assembly. 

A SCHOOLWIDE EFFORT 
TO HELP HARVEY VICTIMS  

T he students at RPMS collected, packed 
and shipped boxes of school supplies for 

the Hurricane Harvey victims in Texas. This 
task was accomplished through the help of 

UPS.   

M rs. Lauren O’Toole, a math teacher at 

the middle school, was instrumental 
in setting up the connection between RPMS 
and Kolter Elementary School in Texas. 

With the help of Mr. Luciano Riggi, the 
students from the middle school National 

Junior Honor Society, Mrs. Patricia Mawer, 
and many others, RPMS “adopted” Kolter 

Elementary to send school supplies to. 

P rincipal Kathleen Carlin contacted Mrs. 
Michelle Paterno’s husband, who works 

for UPS. Mr. Paterno asked his supervisor at 
UPS if the boxes could be shipped at a 

discount or for free. His supervisor got back 
to Ms. Carlin with great news that UPS 

would ship the supplies for FREE! Everyone 
at RPMS was thrilled and would like to send 
a BIG thank you and a “You’re the BEST!” 

message to UPS. Ms. Carlin also wishes to 
thank all who gave of their free time to 

make this happen!  See picture at right. 

Above: Students created a  “Thank You for 
All You Do” presentation for Principal 

Kathy Carlin and Vice Principal Jamie 
Shriner in honor of Boss’s Day.   Students 

Albina Nikovic, David Levine, Xin Huang 
from the National Junior Honor Society are 

standing with Ms. Carlin and Mr. Shriner. 

Above: RPPD show their 
support by attending the 

RPMS SafeKids Assembly. 
Officer Danny McCaffrey 

and Chief Paul Morrison 
watching the program. 
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Above: Second grade students from      
EJF-Aldene show off their new books that 

were a gift for participating in the Aldene 
Summer Reading Program”. Pictured from 

l to r are Lia Vaquedano, Kylie DiTrolio, 
Siaka Gassama, Alia Farnkopf. 

Above: Mrs. Grace Lopez’ class went on a 
trip to Dreyer’s farm;.  Pictured front, 

from l to r are Emilie Gallagher, Brian 
Bermudez, Meghan Gibson, Aedan 

Gayanilo, and Grace Lopez; standing in 
the back are Charles Neri and Val Zherka. 

Above: Third graders Sebastian 
Santana, Ryan Ramirez, and 

Mathew Monge show off  their 
mixed up socks during EJF-

Aldene’s Week of Respect.   

Above: Kingergarten students 
participating in Pajama Day at 

EJF-Aldene as part of the Week 
of Respect. Pictured from l to r 

are Ellenann Garner, Sophia 
Monyuk, Emma Tawes, and 

Nadia Haluszczak. 

Above: First Grade students from EJF-Aldene 
show off their new books; a gift for 

participating in the “Aldene Summer Reading 
Program”. From l to r are Matyas Ortiz, Jason 

Burns, Mikylee Rocha, Cole Booth, Genna 
Padavano-Muray, Tyler Kennedy, Summer 

Courtney, Giovanni Ramos, David Piatkowski. 
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Above: Second graders Callen Mahoney, Natalia 
Freire, Allisson Naranjo, Ceiba Piscopo, Gianna 

DeVizio, Gracie Booth and Emily Reyes show off 
their mix matched socks. 

Above: Mrs. Dina Cashin’s 
kindergarten class is 

learning how to read 
independently and with a 

partner. 

Above: Mrs. Dina Cashin’s 
kindergarten class uses 

multi-sensory approaches 
to learn the alphabet. 

Above: First and fifth grade 

‘buddy’ students are creating a 

design for an Aldene t-shirt that 

shows EJF-Aldene is the school 

with a heart.  Pictured from  l to r 

are Skyler Boyd, Annasofia 

Tlanipa, Annabelle Villa. 
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 NATIONAL  

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY 

R G elementary School partnered with 
the RG PTA, Mayor Carl Hokanson, 

the RP Public Library and the Gateway 

Family Union YMCA to participate in 
the National Walk to School Day       

on Wednesday, October 4. Teachers,          
para-professionals, and staff members 
joined students and parents as they    

gathered at the RP Veterans Memorial 
Library to assemble for the walk.   

B efore embarking on the path to 
school, the students recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance. See the photo at 

right. 

EVERYONE’S GOT A HAND IN THIS PROJECT 

S tudents in pre-kindergarten through fifth grade created this 

school wide mural using their imagination and knowledge of 

the elements of design. The students integrated line, shape, form 

and color to compose the perfect background to anchor their 

handprint as well as depict their personality.  After a week of   

getting to know her students through this process, Ms. Gina 

Cesaro assembled all the images that you see before you. The  

students put a great deal of effort into this project. Enjoy!  

The mural is shown in the photo at left. 

WE LEARN TO BE SAFE! 

M  r. Ray, our school janitor and an RP volunteer fireman, 
visited Robert Gordon School.  The three pictures above 

are from Mrs. Dawn Marie Warren’s and Jean Erbeck’s classes. 
Students were taught a lesson on fire safety!   

 

Above: Pictured from l to r: Mrs. Anne 
Riggi, paraprofessional, Mrs Jean 

Erbeck, first grade teacher, Mrs. Rachel 
Siegel, second grade teacher, Mrs. 

Amanda Batista, second grade teacher, 

Mrs. Frances Kenny, principal, Mrs. 

Kristen Saunders, kindergarten teacher, 
Mr. Ray Parenteau, custodian, Mrs. Kit 

Rubino from the RP  Public Library, and 
Mr. Shah from the Casano Center. 

Above: Miss Jill Bury’s 
Pre-K class interacting 

w i t h  t h e i r  n e w 
interactive whiteboard to 

learn more about their 
COLORS Unit. 

Above: Mrs. Kristen Saunders’ 

kindergarten class had a great 

time completing the Halloween 

mystery from Mystery Science.  

Below: They used their own hands 

to create skeleton hands. 
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READING ROCKS AT SHERMAN 

O ur first graders are off to a fabulous start! The students are learning how to be great readers by sharing their favorite 
books and authors that they so dearly love. They are learning about different reading strategies and most importantly; 

how good readers can read anywhere, anytime and anyplace!  Reading Rocks! Pictured above are: Christian Joseph        
(The Good Bad Cat), Stella Mooney (Cookie Meets Peanut), Evan Vargas (It’s Okay to Make Mistakes), Dyanna Negron 
(Trolls), Olivia Perez (Creepy Carrots), and Christian Kinney (The Foot Book). 

FIFTH GRADERS USE NEXT GENERATION SCIENCE TO PROVE A CLAIM 

M rs. Denise Matarante’s fifth graders are planning their course of action and then gathering data to prove the claim that "the 

cafeteria is NOT a mile away from their classroom, Room 302”. Each group devised a different method to measure the 

distance to the cafeteria and brought back the evidence to compare. Some methods used were time, meter sticks, and their feet. 

These Next Generation Scientists all found that their evidence proved the claim!  See the six photos above. 

SHERMAN  

SADDLES UP TO READ 

Y ee Haw!! These students are 

kicking up their heals for 

being our first book raffle 

winners at Sherman’s Wild West 

Book Fair! The fair was sponsored 

by the PTA and Scholastic 

Books. Students rounded up 

some good books to read during 

independent reading time, as 

they shopped with their 

classmates.   

Pictured above, (floor)  from l to 
r: Sophia Salguerio, Austin 

Branco, Emil Marte;  

Back Row: Julian Delgado, 
Zamante Andrade-Maldonado, 
Arya Chhabra, and Adam Macioszek. 

SECOND GRADERS CELEBRATE 

NATIONAL SAWFISH DAY  

O ur second graders joined a Google 
Hangout hosted by the Jenkinson’s 

Aquarium in Point Pleasant, along with 
students from around the country. They heard 
about the research going on and the 
interesting facts being uncovered about 
sawfish. Did you know that full grown sawfish 
can be two car lengths in size?  Our students 
learned this and more during the live 
interactive session with the marine biologist 
at the aquarium. See photo at left and right. 
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RP STUDENTS’ ART SELECTED FOR  FALL EXHIBIT  

R ichard Luna, a student at EJF-Aldene School has had his  
artwork selected for the Art Educators of NJ’s 2018 Calendar!  

His artwork and 11 others from around the state of New Jersey 
will be featured on the calendar and are on exhibit at the New 
Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark through November 11.  

Richard’s artwork depicts a city scene and he was honored for his 
work on October 14. His artwork was selected from over 100 en-
tries from around the state!  Congratulations, Richard! 

Above: Emma holding her certificate while standing 
underneath her artwork. 

ROSELLE PARK  
LOVES THE ARTS FESTIVAL! 

R oselle Park students from all five district 

schools had artwork on display at the Roselle 

Park Loves the Arts Festival held on September 

23rd.  The festival was held on Chestnut Street and 

is a celebration of art, in all its various forms. The     

festival featured professional artists and performers 

from Roselle Park and surrounding towns. 

D istrict students had artwork exhibited in the 

gym of the Anthony Signorello Youth Center.  

Over 200 pieces of  students’ art from were        

selected to represent the art curriculum. 

M any thanks to our great art teachers for     

creating these exhibits: Carrie Russoniello, 

Tina Jones, Terry Scutro, Joanna Netta and Gina        

Parducci-Cesaro. 

‘FACES OF MANY COLORS’ ON EXHIBIT 

E mma Legaspi's artwork has been selected by 
Rutgers University for exhibition at their      

Fall Arts Festival 2017! It has been on display 
since September 11, 2017 and will continue to be 
displayed through January 3, 2018. 

E mma created her painting in first grade at EJF-
Aldene School and titled it, "Faces of Many  

Colors." 

O n Thursday, October 12, Emma was recognized 
at an Artists Reception at Rutgers University's 

Newark campus.  Congratulations, Emma! 



 

For more information, contact   

District Public 504 Compliance        

Coordinator, Mrs. Susan Carlstrom 

at (908) 241-4550. 

For more information contact     

District Affirmative Action Officer, 

Mrs. Paula Sicignano at  

(908) 298-6835. 

A Publication of the 

  

510 Chestnut Street 

Roselle Park, NJ  07204 

www.rpsd.org 

 

Superintendent of Schools 

Business Adm./Board Secretary 
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